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“A SCRAPE O’ THE PEN.” 


By GRAHAM MOFFAT. 
Produced at the Comedy Theatre, September 4, 1912. 





Photo) [Ellis & Walery. 


Mr. and Mrs. Graham Moffat as Mattha and Leezie Inglis. 
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“A Scrape o’ the 









SCRAPE o’ the Pen ”’ is a play of Scottish 


A farm life. Most of the action takes place 

in the kitchen of Honeyneuk Farm, which 
is near the picturesque village of Minniehive, in 
Dumfriesshire, a district associated with the 
famous song ‘‘ Annie Laurie.’? ‘The humble in- 
terior was characteristically described by Mr. 
Harry Lauder recently, as follows: ‘‘ Man, it was 
juist like bein’ at hame! There was the stane 
floor, wi’ the currly chalk-marks a’ roond the 
edge o’ the flags, and the auld high cheemney wi’ 
the wee china dugs on top, and the dresser and 
the flour-bar’l, and the raggy rug on the hearth, 
and the clean fireside wi’ a nice clean fender, and 
the hole i’ the wa’ where a’ guid Scots hoosewifes 
keep their saut-box, and the wee windy set back 
into the wa’.’’ 

Here, then, on the afternoon of December 31, 
i874, Flora MeGilp, the Highland servant at 
Honeyneuk, is discovered dressing Beenie Scott 
for her wedding to Geordie Pow, the extra man 
about the farm. Beenie is to wear her first 
fashionable dress, and her pride in it is in no way 
diminished by the fact that the bustle is impro- 
vised out of back numbers of Flora’s favourite 
journal, ‘‘ The Famiiy Herald.’* 

Mattha Inglis and his wife, Leezie, have retired 
from the active management of the farm and the 
housckeeping, and Hugh Menzies and his win- 
some wife, Jean, have taken over most of the 
work. Hugh is a splendid specimen of a genial 


The Story of 
the Play 


the Author. 


by 


brawny Scotchman, and Jean and he make love 
** even ’afore folk ’’ and ‘‘ couldna quarrel if they 
tried.’’ Mattha and Leezie, on the other hand, 
are ‘‘ aye 'bickering,’’ for Mattha is a ‘‘ thrawn 
ill-natured auld man.’’ He gives her but one kiss 
when the year comes in, and that has to satisfy 
Leezie for atwelvemonth. ‘‘ Kissin’,’’ according 
to Mattha, is ‘‘ all very well for the English.”’ 
Trouble comes to the old couple through their 
youngest son, Alec. Seven years before, when 
Jean Lowther (now Mrs. Hugh Menzies) was only 
a servant-lass newly come to the farm, Alec and 
she had gone through a form of marriage. They 
exchanged, before witnesses, a written declara- 
tion, such as is binding by the law of’ Scotland if 
either party proves the claim. Alec went off the 
same day, Jean regarding the ‘‘ scrape o’ the 
pen ’’ as merely a paper signed to be sure they 
would be true. And right true Jean would have 
proved, had Alec been the man she thought him. 
After he was gone, she heard that he had led 
Jimmy Dobbie into bad ways. This she could 
have forgiven, but then came poor Epvie Oli- 
phant’s story. Alec had betrayed Eppie before 
he met Jean, and when the girl died in child- 
birth Mattha and Leezie adopte1 the child and 
brought her up at Honeyneuk, where Jean ‘‘ was 
like a mother to the bairn.’? On the day that 
Eppie died, Jean tore up her copy of the declara- 
tion and threw it in the fire.. Then Hugh Menzies 


wooed her, and Hugh was as fond as Alec was 




















false. So now she is Mrs. Menzies, and never was 
there a better matched pair. 

But although he has not been heard of for 
years, Alec is alive, and his copy of the marriage- 
paper is brought by an English lady, Mrs. Baikie, 
to the farm. It is in a pocket-book which had 
been stolen from Alec in Africa. Mrs. Baikie was 
coming to Scotland, and had brought the pocket- 
book at the request of the doctor of the hospital 
in which the thief had died, 

On Old Year’s Day Mattha has come back from 
a funeral at Thornhill in no pleasant temper. He 
is cold, for Leezie has kept him ‘‘ coolin’ his 
heels ’’ for nearly an hour while she tried on every 
bonnet in the milliner’s establishment. Such 
vanity was endangering her ‘‘ eternal welfare,”’ 
and it would be ‘‘ an awfuw’ thing if they were to 
be parted in the next life all for the sake of a 
bonnet.’’ Jean, with her gentle words and bonnie 
ways, soothes the ruffled tempers. 
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and will not stay in bed, so Jean sings her to sleep 
at the fire with the ‘‘ auld Scotch songs.”’ 

The next scene is at the village cross, where we 
see Beenie and Geordie’s home-comin’. Geordie 
finds that, though he has taken a long time to 
choose in ortler to get a good wife, he has chosen 
wrongly, and Beenie is going to ‘‘ wear the 
breeks.’’ Her other lover, who has become a suc- 
cessful professional mourner as the result of being 
refused by Beenie, discovers that he has made a 
lucky escape. The midnight hour rings from the 
kirk steeple, and the New Year is brought in by 
the villagers in the real old Scottish style. 

Jean has been left at the farm, and her “‘ first- 
fit’’ is Alec Inglis, who has come back to claim 
her. He has put in seven years of steady work; 
he is rich and can make a lady of her. Hugh 
interrupts them. He is delighted at Alec’s re- 
turn, but Alec will not shake hands nor drink a 
cup o’ kindness, 





Then Mrs. Baikie arrives, and the paper falls 
into Mattha’s hands. He declares that Jean has 
been living in sin, for the marriage with Alec is 
legal. But Leezie pleads for the heart-broken 
girl: ‘‘ If naebody kens o’t, naebody’s a bit the 
worse. You men folk think far too much o’ bits 
o’ paper and scrapes o’ the pen.’’ Jean falls on 
her knees at Mattha’s feet. ‘‘ Dinna spoil my 
life, it’s been sac sweet and gladsome. Dinna tell 
Hugh!’’ Mattha, beneath all his hardness, has 
a soft heart. ‘‘ Weel, weel, ma lass, take yer 
worldly happiness.”’ 

In the second act Mattha reads, according to 
his custom, from ‘‘ the big Ha’ Bible.’’ The 
lesson for the day, however, unfortunately falls on 
the sixth chapter of I. Chronicles, which contaitis 
eighty-one verses of genealogical tables. Leezie 
thinks it ‘‘ gae dreich,’’ and she falls asleep and 
dreams of the sons they themselves ‘‘ begat.’’ 
Wee Eppie wants to see the New Year coming in 
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Hugh never learns the truth. Thinking only 
that there has been some swecthearting between 
Jean and Alec, he tells the returned wanderer that 
he must ‘‘ just stomach his disappointment.’’ 
Finally Mattha and Leezie, alone with Alec, tell 
him of his child. Alec goes up the stair to see his 
wee lassie sleeping in her bed. Mattha wishes to 
burn the ‘‘ scrape o’ the pen,’’ but Leezie per- 
suades her guidman to trust the laddie. Their 
trust is not misplaced, for the sight of Eppie’s 
innocent face has melted Alec’s heart, He tears 
the paper up and throws it in the fire. 

Jean and Hugh’s happiness being thus assured, 
the curtain descends on a united family party 
‘* gethered round the fire.’’ 
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At Honeyneuk Farm. 





Flora M’Gilp Hppie : ‘ Flora, what’s a funeral? ”’ 
(Miss Marcarer Nos Flora: ‘It is just a procession and some whisky 
for the most people that be at it.’’ 
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Photos} {Ellis and Waler 
an 7 , Uy. 
E ppie: “* I want ma New Year Day present.” 
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Eppie’s New Year Present. 


he 


Jean (Miss Jean Aytwin) : ‘‘ My, if it’s no’ a dolly !”’ 
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Photos) [Ellis and Walery. : * We’re no speakin’,”’ 
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Mattha takes Compassion on Jean. 
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Mattha : ** Weel, weel, ma lass, take your worldly happiness. 
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Dry your een, I'll keep your secret!” 
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The Pride of Peter Dalkeith. 





Peter Dalkeith (Mr. Witt Jaxone): ‘* I’m the highest paid professional mourner in Scotland, 
now.”’ 











Photos) {Ellis and Walery. 
Mattha (suddenly stopping his reading from ‘‘ Chronicles’’): ‘‘ Ye’re sleepin’, Leezie.”’ 
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Leezie : ‘‘ 1 was dreamin’ 0’ the sons we begat.”’ 
Mattha: ‘‘ Ay, there’s a long list o’ them here, Leezie.”’ 




















Photox] {Eli and Walery. 
Jean sings Eppie to sleep : 
“Wee Willie Winkie runnin’ thro’ the toon, 
Upstairs and doonstairs, in his nightgoon.”’ 
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Pho‘o} [Mis and Walery. 


Miss Jean Aylwin as Mrs. Hugh Meazies. 
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The Prodigal’s Return. 
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# (Mrs. Brake Apams) : 


i 
: ; . 6 {Ellis and Walery. 
Geordie Pow and his Bride. 
ne (Mr. Josern Barker): ‘‘ Am I not to get smokin’ in ma’ own house? 
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The Would-be “ First-Foot.” 


Peter: * Open the door, Flora! ”’ 
Flora: 


‘*T would as soon open the door to the smallpox.’ 





——— ———— oe 
pe a = 
oe = S aie 


oa 


ees Se 





Photos} \Ellis and Walery. 
Jean: ‘‘ Why, it’s a stranger!”’ ; 
Alec (Mr. Norman MacOwan) : ‘‘ Not a bit, Jean! Welcome me, for never a lassie had a luckier ‘ first-foot.’ ”’ 
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Alec’s Greeting. 








Leezie : ‘* Alec! Eh, ma laddie.”’ 
Mattha: ‘So ye’re there, are ye? 2 








Photos) ; [Ellis and Walery. 
"Alec : “ Ay, feyther ! 
Vattha: ‘It was about time yez were puttin’ in an appearejce 
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“Lauder” Matinee. 


On Tuesday, October 29th, Mr. Harry 
Lauder took the part of Geordie Pow in 
“A Scrape o’ the Pen,” at the Comedy, the 
occasion being a special charity matinée. 


Mr. Harry Lauder and Mr. Graham 
Moffat were comrades in their earlier days of 
stage work, and the announcement that the 
famous comedian would appear in his friend’s 
play aroused considerable interest. 





The matinée was most successful, £285 
being realised, of which £263 was avail- 
able for distribution among the various 

Children’s Charities. 


THe photograph 
above shows Mr. 
Harry Lauder and 
Miss Adelaide Grace 
as Geordie Pow and 
his bride, Beenie 
Scott, while Mr. and 
Mrs. Graham Moffat 
and Mr. Lauder are 
shown in the lower 
photograph, standing 
at the door of Geordie 
Pow’s cottage at 


Minniehive. 











Photos 
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On and Off the Stage. 





Mr. Graham Moffat as Mattha Inglis. 





Mrs. Moffat as herself. 


by Langfier,| 





Mrs. Moffat as Leezie Inglis. 


[Campbell-Gray, and Ellis & Walery 
Mr. Graham Moffat as himself. 
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Moffat are so well known to playgoers in their make-up as old Scotch 
people, that the photographs above, showing them as they appear not only in public but in 
private life, are particularly interesting. 
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“The Turning Point.” 


By Henry Kistemaecker. English Version by 
Peter le Marchant. 


St. James’s Theatre, October 1, 1912. 
P ETER LE MARCHANT’S version of 


Henry Kistemaecker’s play runs the whole 

gamut of theatrical emotion. Love, 
hatred, passion, and jealousy have each a place 
to fill, whilst murder, patriotism, vice and virtue 
are strangely intermixed. 

The principal characters in ‘‘ The ‘Turning 
Point’ are a Lieutenant-Colonel Felt and his 
wife Monique. They had misunderstood one 
another from the day of their mariage, and 
when the first scene opens we find them bitterly 
yet silently estranged. ‘There is ‘‘ another man ’’ 
in the case, and he also misunderstands, and is 
misunderstood Into Monique’s ear he pours his 
tale of love, his vows of faithfulness, his sym- 
pathy for the life she leads, imploring her to 
leave her husband and go away with him. 

Monique hesitates, and promises to meet him 
in her room at midnight. 

As the hour approaches there comes another 
visitor to Monique’s room. It is her husband. 
She orders him from the room, but he refuses to 
go. He has something to tell her, and she must 
listen—for the sake of their son. So she 
listens, while he tells her the secret story of his 
life. He has worked for her, borrowed money to 
keep her in luxury. He has flirted with another 
woman only to make her jealous, and now it is 
all over. He has committed a crime; murdered 
the man to whom he owed money, because that 
man had offered to consider the debt paid if he 
would divulge the secret plans of a fortress. 

From that moment Monique sees her mistake. 
She insists upon saving him for himself, and for 
his country. Together they carry the dead man 
back to his own room. 
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Marcel Beaucourt, the ‘‘ other mian,’’ who 
knows the truth, threatens to denounce the mur- 
derer, but. when he hears Colonel Felt’s story 
he relents and uses his influence to bring the 
tragedy to a satisfactory conclusion. 

Sir George Alexander as Lieut.-Colonel Felt is 
not happily placed. The guise of murderer fits 
him badly, and he is apt to deliver his lines in a 
melodramatic monotone that is incongruous on 
the stage of St. James’s. Miss Ethel Irving is one 
of our few—our very few—emotional actresses, 
and she does not fail to grasp the many oppor- 
tunities the part of Monique offers. The bed- 
room scene is one long thrill, displaying the in- 
tricate workings of a true woman’s mind at a 
moment of great stress. Marcel Beaucourt, as 
played by Mr. Godfrey Tearle, is a man to whom 
life’s rudimentary laws of right and wrong are 
superior to its conventionalities. Apparently a 
villain, he is actually a hero. 

Other characters, with not so important a bear- 
ing on the play, are in the care of Messrs. Athol 
Stewart, E. Vivian Reynolds, J. D. Beveridge, 
Rupert Lister, and Misses Norma Whalley and 
Lettice Fairfax. ‘That the play is mounted with 
excellent taste is only to be expected, for the 
scenes are painted by that clever artist, G. Sack- 
mann, from designs by Felix Joubert and Guy 
Laking. 


“Everywoman.” 
By Walter Browne. Revised by Stephen Phillips. 
Drury Lane Theatre, September 11, 1912. 


HILE ‘‘ Everywoman’’? may be de- 
scribed as a triumph of scenic art, it can 
never have any lasting moral effect 
upon the public. In the first place, Every- 
woman is not a general type; she is one of 
a small minority. Secondly, she comes through 


her ordeal triumphantly, which a woman in real 
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life, and under such circumstances, would seldom 
do. There is no plot in the play; it is merely a 
series of episodes strung together with a certain 
dramatic dexterity. 

Everywoman is happy in her home, with her 
companions Beauty, Youth, and Modesty. She 
scorns the warnings of Nobody and Truth, and 
goes out into the world with her three friends. 
On the stage of a theatre she meets Wealth and 
Passion, and loses her friend Modesty. Later, 
Youth and Beauty desert her, and finding her 
without them Wealth discards her aijso. At 
last the words of Nobody and Truth prevail, and 
Everywoman returns to her home, there to find 
King Love awaiting her. 

Many other characters are introduced into the 
play, such as Conscience, Greed, Self, Vanity, 
Age, and Time, and these have a more or less 
important bearing on Everywoman’s career. 

The acting deserves a better play. Even the 
strenuous efforts of Stephen Phillips have failed 
to rectify the faulty rhythm of the lines in many 
parts, while some passages are so strained as to 
lose their intended effect completely. This is a 
great pity, for when the services of so fine an 
elocutionist as Mr. H. B. Irving are called in to 
enact the part of Nobody, one naturally expects 
him to be provided with suitable material. Miss 
Alexandra Carlisle, whose charm and person- 
ality help het greatly, has a heavy part to play 
in Everywoman. The part calls for no sudden 
outbursts of passion or emotion, but Miss Car- 
lisle’s performance is a feat of endurance. Other 
performances which stand cut in bold relief are 
those of Miss Kate Rorke as Truth, Miss Gladys 
Cooper as Beauty, Miss Patricia Collinge as 
Youth, Miss Jessie Winter as Modesty, Mr. 
Wilfrid Douthitt as Passion, Mr. Fred Lewis as 
Wealth, and Mr. Austin Melford as Flattery. 


“ Doormats.” 
By Hubert Henry Davies. 
Wyndham’s Theatre, October 3, 1912. 


OORMATS are domestic articles used for 
wiping the boots, but the doormats to 
which the latest success at Wyndham’s 

refers are human beings who allow themselves to 
be trodden upon. The people who give all are 
the doormats, and the people who take all are the 
boots. 

Noel Gale is a doormat and his wife is a boot. 
He has allowed her to have her own way ever 
since she became Mrs. Gale, with the only 
possible result that she has grown more like a 
spoiled child than a woman alive to the responsi- 
bilities of a wife. 

Uncle Rufus and Aunt Josephine are visitors 
at the Gales’ home in Chelsea, and they have not 
been very long there before they discover that 
all is not well in the house of Gale. Noel is an 





artist, and Aunt Josephine discovers a deteriora- 
tion in his present work. She taxes him on the 
subject, and learns that his wife’s fondness for 
gaiety and her butterfly existence are a source of 
worry to Noel. 

Later, Noel receives an offer to enter into a 
competition for a good position in America, and 
Icaves his wife behind, at her request, to look 
after Uncle Rufus and Aunt Josephine. Leila 
Gale, in her husband’s absence, carries on a flirta- 
tion with a Captain Harding. Noel returns un- 
expectedly and hears of his wife’s behaviour. He 
grows angry, but after an interview with Leila 
he surrenders. He offers to sacifice himself on 
her behalf and to go back to America, there to 
give her an opportunity of divorcing him. 

The uncle and aunt are astounded at such a 
proposal, and the matter is left in the hands ot 
the three principals, Noel, his wife, and Captain 
Harding. ‘The Captain turns out to be a despic- 
able cad. Leila capitulates, and expresses her 
willingness to return to’ her husband’s arms. But 
Noel, who has, up till now, shown a kindness 
akin to weakness, stands firm for once. He will 
not take her back until she has become the door- 
mat and he the boot. 

Mr. Gerald du Maurier is the right man in 
the right place once more. He plays the loving, 
and very lovable, husband with deep expression. 
His rendering of Noel Gale shows at once that 
he has made no casual study of the part, but has 
carefully thought out the complex character of 
the man, reproduving it with distinctive light and 
shade. 

Miss Marie Lohr is also admirably suited as 
Leila Gale. We have had one or two examples 
of Miss Lohr’s display of storm and passion on 
the stage during the last few years, but she has 
never been seen to more advantage than as the 
spoiled wife of Noel Gale. 

There are only five characters in the play, and 
the remaining three are in the safe keeping of 
Mr. Alfred Bishop as Uncle Rufus, Mr. Dawson 
Milward as Captain Harding, and Miss Nina 
Boucicault as Aunt Josephine. 





“Tantrums.” 
By Frank Stayton. 
Criterion Theatre, October 22, 1912. 


F ‘‘ Tantrums ’”’ did not prove a winner for 

Mr. Carl F. Leyel, it is to be hoped that it was 

not a dead failure, for the play was a much 
better one than its predecessor. 

The theme of the story is good, and it is on the 
whole well worked out. Virginia, the eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Halstead, is a young 
lady with an ungovernable temper. The whole 
household goes in fear of her, for when Virginia 
is in one of her tantrums she smashes everything 
within her reach. During one of these fits she 
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throws a valuable vase out of the window, which : 


alights on the head.of Charlton Vansittart. The 
young man’s hat is.damaged, and he is brought 
up from the street by Mr. Halstead, to receive 
the apologies of the family‘ Charlton is intro- 
duced to Virginia after he has made the astound- 
ing request for her parents’ permission to marry 
her. An amusing scene follows, in which Vir- 
ginia accepts Charlton’s offer of marriage as the 
greatest punishment she can give him for his in- 
solence. 

Charlton then sets out to tame her. He tells 
her, just after they are married, that he is a poor 
clerk, and that she must accommodate herself to 
the circumstances surrounding £200 a year. To 
his surprise Virginia readily agrees to do all he 
asks, to cook his meals, to live in a tiny house, 
to dispense with a maid, and to conduct herself 
as the wife of a poor city clerk should. 

Before long it is Charlton who grows tired of 
the new arrangements. Virginia’s cooking is un- 
bearable, his evenings are dull, his life is mono- 
tonous. Now Virginia has seen through the 
scheme from the first. She has been lunching 
every day at the Carlton, having the cost ‘‘ put 
down to father.’’ . She is enjoying the situation 
immensely, knowing that instead of Charlton 
taming her she is in reality taming him. 

The play ends happily, as such plays always 
do. Virginia learns her lesson, and Charlton 
learns his. The-author does not make it quite 
clear why Charlton should have a lesson to learn 
at all, but the audience did not worry over that 
point, and gave the little play much hearty ap- 
plause. 

The principal parts were played by Miss Mar- 
jorie Day as Virginia, and Mr. Charles Maude as 
Charlton Vansittart. Each gave a capital per- 
formance. Miss Christine Silver’s acting as 
Myrtle, the younger Miss Halstead, was delight- 
fully fresh. Such a jolly girl as Myrtle deserved 
a less foolish fiancé than Cranley Fordyce, but 
contrasts are necessary in a play like ‘‘ Tan- 
trums.’’ Fordyce was suitably. played by Mr. 
John Deverell. To Miss Dora Barton was en- 
trusted the small part of Rose, to Mr. O. B. 
Clarence that of Mr. Halstead, and to Miss Nellie 
Bouverie that of Mrs. Halstead. 


Notes. 


WO or three plays which will have ceased 
their runs before these words are printed are 


worthy of a note. ‘“‘The Great John 


Ganton,’’ which first saw the light in London on 


September 14, was a remarkable instance of a 
strong play, intensely interesting, yet one which 
failed to attract the public. Mr. George Faw- 
cett’s John Ganton was a brilliant piece of work, 
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and those who did not see the great stockyard 
king, who had made his money by sheer force of 
character and indomitable will-power, bending 
and crushing all who thwarted him, missed a 
spectacle which for personality and magnetism 
will seldom be surpassed. The other characters 
were lost under the shadow of the overwhelming 
John Ganton, and this fact may account in a large 
measure for the unpopularity of the play. 

Another production, a revival of ‘‘ Zaza ’’ at the 
Queen’s, which started on October 7, failed for 
two reasons. Miss Ethel Warwick, clever as she 
is in her own particular line, has not the person- 
ality demanded of the actress who would play 
Zaza successfully. ‘The second reason for the 
failure of the production was that the play has 
been done to death, and it is doubtful whether 
Mrs. Leslie Carter herself could support a revival 
in London. ‘The human nature in the part doubt- 
less appealed to Miss Ethel Warwick, as it ap- 
peals to every womanly woman, but the actresses 
who can play it can be counted on the fingers of 
one hand. As a matter of fact, Zaza cannot be 
dlayed at all; it must be lived. Mr. Guy Stand- 
ing played Bernard Dufrene with that quiet re- 
serve which makes his work so interesting. 


The Variety Theatres. 


HE popularity of the music hall grows 
apace. The huge, bright, comfortable 
halls of London are finding no difficulty 
in securing crowded audiences for all perform- 
ances. ‘This is hardly to be wondered at when 
the many excellent programmes are given even a 
cursory glance. Our finest actors are deserting 
the theatre for the music hall, and we find names 
in the variety bills of to-day that would have 
staggered us, a year or two ago, had we seen 
them in the same position. 

Nevertheless, competition is keen, and music 
hall managers must look to their programmes. 
The public will not stand many revues like 
‘* Kill that Fly ’’ at the Alhambra, and they will 
want a little more, besides pretty frocks and 
scenery, than they get in‘‘ The Blue House ’”’ at 
the Hippodrome. It is a great thing to put 
‘‘stars’’ on the stage, but the ‘‘ stars’’ must 
have something to work on. Full houses cannot 
be maintained indefinitely on names alone ! 

Very excellent shows are being given at the 
Palladium, the Tivoli, the Pavilion, and the other 
halls offering variety turns almost exclusively, and 
the managements of the bigger halls in their 
healthy desire to provide original turns on the 
lines of the theatre must follow, to some extent, 
the best traditions of the theatre. Things are 


going along nicely at the moment, but what of the 
future ? 
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The Drama in Paris. 
By CHARLES HART DE BEAUMONT, D.C.L. 


“*Playgoer” Offices: 56, Rue de l'Université, Paris. 


“L'Idée de Francoise.” 


Comedy in Four Acts. By M. Paul Gavault. 
Produced at the Theatre de la Renaissance. 


Francoise is the eldest daughter of a kind of 
French Micawberish family named Duvernet. The 
father is a. happy-go-lucky man; the mother is 
frivolous and fond of dress; the brother is a sports- 
man—or what the French consider a sportsman— 
with the instincts of the gambler, who bor- 
rows money from his sisters’ lovers. Lili, the 
youngest daughter, is a nice little Saint Nitouche, 
and Francoise is an honest-hearted, strong- 
minded young woman of a type not met with 
every day in Paris. 

The family have been ruined several times, but 
with extraordinary good luck a relation, or friend, 
dies on each occasion, leaving them money. 

But they are ruined once too often, and as there 
is nothing to inherit they are poverty stricken. 
M. Duvernet a4 la Micawber has just ordered elec- 
tricity and steam heating to be laid on in his villa 
at a cost of thirty-five thousand francs, and has 
promised a young man, Napoleon Couture, who 
has been fiancé to Lili, three hundred thousand 
francs as dot. 

Francoise reminds her father that he has to 
pay the old Comte de la Perliére forty thousand 
francs that very day. Just then the Comte 
arrives, but instead of asking for his money he 
offers to lend Duvernet one hundred and sixty 
thousand francs, and to marry Lili without any 
dot. Lili, who five minutes before has been en- 
gaged to Napoleon, whom she loves, accepts the 
old Comte to save her family. 

Now Gerard, the young electrician, who super- 
intends the installation of the lighting and heat- 
ing apparatus, has to show his plans and discuss 
matters with Frangoise. They do not seem to like 
each other. Poor little Lili is weeping about her 
Napoleon, when Gerard sees her grief and puts 
it down to Frangoise’s domineering ways and her 
habit of preaching self-sacrifice to her sister. Fran- 
coise has sfid she detests young men, as most of 
them are good for nothing, but she discovers that 
she loves the electrician. When Gerard remon- 
strates with her—a bit too strongly for a compara- 
tive stranger—Frangoise has an idée how to put 
herself right in his eyes. She calls on the old 
Comte, and in ten minutes she gets him to break 
off with Lili and propose to her, as he has also 
heard that Lili had been engaged a few minutes 
before she accepted him. 

Francoise and Gerard soon find out that they 
love each other, and things are in a muddle. It 


appears that the old Comte has been divorced. 
The former wife calls upon him, they have a nice 
talk about old days and old ways, and the Comte, 
finding that he prefers the old love to the new, 
proposes to remarry his wife. He forgives 
Duvernet the debt and will lend him money to 
take up a big business with Gerard and Napoleon, 
who pair off with Francoise and Lili. 

The play is bright, well written and clean. 
Mme. Marthe Regnier played with exquisite skill 
the réle of Francoise. Playgoers in Paris were 
interested in her reappearance at the Renaissance 
as she was recently divorced from M. Tarride, the 
actor-manager of the theatre. M. Noblet as 
Duvernet, M. Boucher as Gerard, Mme. Caron as 
the mother, and all the other artists played their 
parts well. 


“La Maison de Temperley.” 
By A. Conan Doyle. Adapted by M. E. Gugenheim. 

The French version of this play is rather 
different from the English. Charles Temperley 
has lost his fortune by gambling. He owes three 
thousand pounds to Sir John Hawker, an unscru- 
pulous villain, who at a meeting at Tom Cribb’s 
Parlour, proposes a bet of ten thousand pounds 
on a boxing match between two men who have 
never fought in public. Hawker has a young 
boxer named Dick whom he is sure will beat any 
other, but Captain Jack Temperley, Charles’ 
brother, has a servant called Ginger Stubbs, who 
excels in ‘‘ the noble art of self-defence.’’ Ginger 
trains hard for the fight, but Sir John Hawker and 
his accomplice, Jakes, a bookmaker, have him 
carried off secretly. On the day of the match the 
ring is surrounded by a big crowd. After a pain- 
ful suspense in seeking for Ginger, Jack Tem- 
perley, to save his house, throws his hat in the 
‘ring. He boxes with Dick and ‘‘ knocks him 
out,’’ being carried off the field a winner, while 
Hawker and Jakes are ruined. Later Hawker is 
expelled from his club, Charles regains his for- 
tune, and instead of marrying Ellen Morley, the 
heiress who was to save the Temperley estates, 
he places her hand in Jack’s, sayin, ‘‘ may you 
be happy in your love.’’ 

Mlle. Marie Derval made a charming Ellen, 
and did all that could be done with such a réle. 
M. Henry-Houry was an excellent Hawker, and, 
like M. Guidé as. Captain Jack, was decidedly 
English in his make-up and acting. 
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A Connoisseur of fine perfumes once said :— 


“The production of a new perfume 
is the achievement of a century.” 


La Reine 
d’Egypte 


the new Oriental perfume, is the 


season’s success—the — highest 


achievement of the Perfumer’s Art. 


Perfume 2/6, 5/6, 8/6. 
Toilet Soap 1/6 box. 
Poudre de Riz 1/- box. 


Of all high-class chemists and perfumers. 
If unobtainable will be sent post free for price. 





TRIAL SAMPLE 


of Soap Powder and Perfume, post free, 6d. stamps. 








ERASMIC 
Perfumers, 
117, Oxford Street, London, W. 














“spoil the’ flavour. 





If ee or Chemists offer you other preparations it - an 
insult to your intelligence, and done for extra profit. 


CARNAs*s TABLETS. 


The timely use of these natural tablets has prevented 
thousands of serious illnesses. They mean perfect health to 
yourself and family. They are a puritive, nota 
drastic purgatiye, and are good for Indigestion, 
Constipation, Liver and Kidney Troubles. 


They are tasteless, and can be dissolved in 
a cup of tea, coffee, or hot water, and do not 


They Give you That Bright, 
Buoyant Feeling. 
In Boxes, 1/-, of all Chemists, 


who can obtain them from 
the following Wholesale 
Chemists—viz., Sanger’s, F. 
Newbury, Butier & Crispe, 
W. Edwards & Son, May 
Roberts, and Hovenden’s. 


The profession are invited to 

send for free 

sample, enclosing 

one penny stamp 
for postage. 


POST FREE 
[direct from 


CARNAMFC.CD.,LTD.,110, Strand,LondonW.0. 


All Messrs. Boots’ 500 Branches Stock Them. 















































Infants thrive on it. 
Delicate and aged 
persons enjoy it. 


Benger’s is the only self- 
digesting food in .which 
the degree of digestion is 
under complete control. 
It has therefore the great 
advantage of giving the 
digestive functions regu- 
lated exercise according 
to their condition. 


Benger’s Food forms 
with milk a dainty and 
delicious cream. 

BENGER'S ped Ln. , OTTER WORKS, 
New York Branch Omce—pe," William Street. 


Benger’s Food is sold in tins 
Chemisis, etc., everywhere, ¥, 
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By Special Appointment to His Majesty The King 


W. CLARKSON 


Theatrical Wig Maker and Costumier - 


CLARKSON’S LILLIE POWDER FOR YOUTH 
AND BEAUTY 


The Greatest Beautifier in the World 





Three Shades, 1/- per box. Absolutely unrivalled for the & 
Complexion. 


All the Wigs used in “ DRAKE,” made by Clarkson. 


His Majesty's Theatre, S.W. 
“ DEAR MR. CLARKSON, 10 Sept., 1912. 
“The Wigis splendid. Many thanks. 


* Yours sincerely, PHYLLIS NEILSON-TERRY.” 


HIGHEST AWARD PARIS EXHIBITION—GOLD MEDAL, 


Tel. No.: 612 Gerrard, 
(2 Lines.) 


W. CLARKSON, 41 «43 WARDOUR STREET. 


% Leicester Square, W. 


Telegrams: “‘ Wiggery, London.”’ 





L. & H. NATHAN 


Have provided Costumes 
and Uniforms for 


** MILESTONES ” 
““SHAKESPEARE’S ENGLAND” 
““Tue Maker or Dreams” 


** DRAKE” 





17 COVENTRY ST., PICCADILLY, W. 








= Southalls’ Towels 
are unique, amongst 
other qualities — 
specially absorbent an 
resilient, 


The interwoven capillary 
threads account for this. ‘1 hey 
are fully antiseptic, and so light 
and well shaped as to be almost 
imperceptible in use. 


STanEaS’ 


are sold by all Drapers, Ladies’ Outfitters, and 
C.emi.ts,in pkts.ot 1 doz. price 6d. 1/- 1/6 and 2/+ 


Do not ask for Bani: Towels 
— sak specially for SOUPHALLE® 





These 


reproductions, 


unique 


made from the 
REAL PEARL, 
secure unanimous 
praise: for their 
remarkable beauty 
and lustre. 


THE MOST WONDERFUL REPRODUCTION 





If 
will be apparent. If not convenient to call, write for catalogue and mention 


this peper. MACMICHAEL, 
48, South Audiey Street. Grosven»~ 8a., London. W. 





possible, these reppodestions should be inspected, when the value offered’ 








[7 & 8 KING ST., COVENT GARDEN, W.C. 













Gosfumes for 


Tt 3 99 
Drake” ,; 
Mis Majesty’s Gheatre, 


Gosfumes 
and Wigs 


on fire for 


fancy Dress Balls, 
Gheatricals, §c. 


Telephone: No. 5568 Gerrard. 
Telegrams :—‘* History, London.” 





NOTE.—Only Establishment. 
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HERE is always an air of unreality about 

amateur performances in October, for the 

artistes seem strange to the critic, and fre- 
quently the words of the play sound even stranger 
to the artiste. Yet they serve as a gentle pro- 
logue to the season which in a week or so will be 
in full blast. Fittingly enough the Ingoldsby Club 
rang up the curtain with ‘‘ The New Boy.” I 
say fittingly for this society is one of the oldest 
of its kind in London—it can trace its pedigree 
back to 1860—and while it is shorn of some of 
its former greatness, its representation of this 
still humorous farce was amusing «and praise- 
worthy. _——_— 

The Comedy Club with “A Night Off,’’ 
the St. Peter’s (Brockley) Society with ‘‘ The 
Strange Adventures of Miss Brown,’’ and 
the Jackdaw D.C. in ‘‘ Sweet Lavender’”’ all 
served to remind us how corventiona) is the 
average amateur, and how closely he clings to 
the well-trodden paths lined with the successes of 
the nineteenth century dramatists. While all 
these performances were fairly even, none were 
particularly striking. The Cripplegate Club gave 
“The Admirable Crichton,’’ the excellent 
staging of which was by no means the least point 
in a capital show. However, it is a little late in 
the day to congratulate Mr. Toplis on the com- 
pleteness of this production. He has shown us 
on several previous occasions what remarkable 
illusions he can create in the island sets, even on 
so small a stage as the Cripplegate. 

Mr. Harry Peach gave a very workmanlike 
performance, the more to be admired in that he 
was also the responsible producer. As a contrast 
to the stereotyped selections mentioned above 
must be placed the production of a new and 
original comedy, ‘‘ The Garden Citizens,’’ by the 
Ilford Social Club. The work of two residents of 
this typical London dormitory, it possessed a good 
deal of local interest, and if the plot was more 


The Beginning of the Season. 


than a trifle thin and the characterisation broad 
rather than truthful, the satire made quite a merry 
evening’s entertainment. 


The middle of November may be a little early 
for operatic performances, but the Northern Poly- 
technic Society took time by the forelock and gave 
‘‘The Pirates of Penzance.’’ It was only the _ 
second attempt of the society, and it indicated 
distinct promise. I noticed some of the Sunday 
papers were anything but complimentary in their 
notices, but the members need not be down- 
hearted. ‘The chorus work and the orchestra 
were alike excellent, and most of the principals 
need only a little polishing to give a very credit- 
able account of themselves. A professional pro- 
ducer would work wonders. 








The Gads’ forthcoming production of ‘‘ The 
Second Mrs. Tanqueray ’’ promises to be a most 
interesting show, and I do not think that am- 
bition will prove to have overleaped itself. An 
even more delightful dish is the Vaudeville Club’s 
selection of ‘* The New Sin.’? When two months 
back I suggested it I had not the rémotest idea 
that it would come to pass, and can plume myself 
on a piece of intelligent anticipation. The Ban- 
croft D.C. will give us ‘‘ The Dancing Girl”’ I 
hope they will leave out the last act. It is an 
infinitely more effective play without it. 


‘*Diana of Dobson’s”’ is a new departure 
for amateurs, and the Kit Marlowe Club are the 
pioneers, while in the race for. ‘‘ The Witness for 
the Defence ’’ the Crystal Palace Athenzeum will 
beat the Finchley Club by a short head. The 
Illyrians will give us a new sensation in ‘‘ The 
Speckled Band,’’ and the Stock Exchange 
Dramatic Section is going to show us that even 
the mysteries of ‘“A Message From Mars”’ are 
not beyond the capabilities of the modern 
amateur. 
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By M. E. BROOKE. 


Yule-Tide Gifts. 


surely never before has there been such a 

fascinating display of seasonable gifts for 
old and young, ranging in price from the modest 
penny to many hundreds of pounds. 

There is no difficulty in finding appropriate 
gifts in the Antique Department at Debenham and 
Freebody’s, Wigmore Street, W. There are 
pretty little purses and other trifles at from 2s. 6d. 
as well as handsome pieces of furniture. As will 
be understood, the former are excellent sub- 
stitutes for Christmas cards. 

This firm has just purchased a wonderful col- 
lection of old silhouettes, containing exquisite 
examples by Meirs, Hubard, Godfrey, Gillespie, 
Gibbs, Gapp, Francois, Barker, and other well- 
known artists. Some are in cut paper, whilst 
others are painted on glass, wax, and plaster, 
every recognised treatment being represented. 
The prices range from about 15s. to £12. The 
English portfolios (1829) contain several thou- 
sand beautiful silhouettes of well-known men and 
women of that period who lived in Cheltenham, 
Glasgow, Bedford, Worcester, Salford, Bath, 
Gloucester, Liverpool, Youghal, etc., etc. Every 
one of these portraits bears the name and address 
of the person silhouetted in Edouard’s own hand- 
writing. Those interested in their family history 
will doubtless avail themselves of this unique 
opportunity. Again, there are the American port- 
folios (1840), which contain 3,600 silhouettes, all 
executed and signed by August Edouard during 
the ten years prior to 1849. 

Attention must likewise be drawn to the Geor- 
gian. workboxes, with musical-boxes inside. 
Naturally there are only a few of these, as they 
are very rare. 

Furthermore, there is an immense fascination 


HE London shops are all in gala attire; 
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about a group of Neapolitan dolls in a glass case. 
The expressions on the faces are quite delightful, 
and it is believed that they are really portraits of 
men and women of past ages. 

.Admirable specimens of pink and white Bohe- 
mian glass are here to be encountered, and there 
are cosy cushions from 18s. 6d. 

One hardly realises what a wide choice there is 
in jewellery until half an hour has been spent at 
Debenham and Freebody’s. Quite a novelty this 
season are the New Zealand jade and red corne- 
lian bracelets, with gold plates at the side. These 
range in price from £2 17s. 6d. to £5 5s. Then 
there are attractive long brooches, set with cor- 
nelians, for 8s. 6d. Acorn powder-puffs, in 
enamel, are £1 Is. 

Further particulars of the many other attrac- 
tions may be gleaned from a profusely illus- 
trated catalogue sent post free to anyone who 
cares to write for one. The letter or card should 
be addressed ‘‘ Messrs. Debenham and Freebody, 
Wigmore Street, London, W.”’ 


BEAUTIFUL FROCKS. 


A duty that all women owe themselves at the 
festive season is to present themselves with a new 
frock. No apology is necessary, therefore, in 
dwelling upon the lovely frocks and frills at 
Harrods, of Brompton Road, S.W. There are 
charming evening gowns of white satin, supple- 
mented with deep coat-tunics of pretty coloured 
ninons, for £3 3s. The corsages are effectively 
trimmed and draped to bring out the good 
points of the figure. Attention must be drawn to 
the satin dresses in all the fashionable shades, at 
£3 138. 6d. The velveteen house frocks at the 
same price are extremely smart. As a matter of 
fact, they would also perform the mission of a 
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IN YOUR FACE 





is written the record of the treatment you have 
given it. The bad soap you have used for it. The 
bad water you have washed with. The kind of 


face cream you have 
rubbed into the 
skin ; if containing 
too much glycerine, 
it will be dry and 
the colour of parch- 
ment; if consisting 
of a bland, indif- 
ferent, inactive 
grease of one sort 
or another, the pores 
will be clogged and 
enlarged. If so- 
called non-greasy 
stuffs are used for 
any length of time, 
the complexion will 
look pasty, drab, 
mottled. 

But when you 


meet a face possess- | 


ing freshness, clear- 
ness, and perfect 
health of . com- 
plexion, the skin 
soft, smooth, and 
supple, free from 
tell-tale lines, 
freckles, and 
biotches— such e 
face either bears 
Nature’s own as yet 
unblurred impress 
of youth, or unde- 
niably the stamp of 


to do its work. 





[Ellis & Walery. 
“Oh! wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see oorsel’s as ithers see us.” 


But they certainly see us wi’ a few fauts less, thanks to Madame 
Rubinstein’s ** Valaze.” It does the complexion an awfw’ lot o’ guid. 


Yours aye sincerely, 


Photo) 


Mme. Helena Rubinstein’s Complexion Beautify- 


ing Skinfood Valaze. 
expert wil] tell and judge at a glance. 
The unapproached and unapproachable toilet 


All these symptoms the to Madame 





preparation, Valaze, spurs on and coaxes the skin 
It compels attractive appearance. 
Mme. Rubinstein’s secretary will forward it 


on receipt of 4s. 6d. 
for the first size, 
8s. 6d. for the 
middle size, and 
One Guinea for the 
largest pot, which 
is the favourite with 
ladies who travel. 

Full particulars 
of Madame Rubin- 
stein’s exclusive 
treatments and of 
her famous prepara- 
tions intended for 
use at home by 
ladies who cannot 
be treated at her 
establishments, will 
be found in the 
new enlarged and 
revised edition of 
her book ‘ Beauty 
in the Making” 
which will be for- 
warded on receipt 
of 6d. in stamps. 
When subsequently 
sending for any 
specialities, the 
sender will be at 
liberty to deduct 
this from the 
amount of the pur- 
chase. 


All correspondence 
should be addressed 


Helena Kubinstein, 
24, Grafton Street, 


Paris Address: 255, Rue St. Honoré. 


London, W. 
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for 


Ladies ¥ 


JC “PRISTINE.” 
Simple Frock in Accordion- 
pleated Ninon over contrasting 
coloured Siik foundation. The 
tunic is in Shadow Lace, and 
trimmed with Crystal Beads, 
Soft Satin Ribbon at waist. In 
Ivory, Sky and Pink. Can ve 
sentonapproval. Price, / 
all sizes, ; 75, ~en 


JC “MISSEL.” 
An elegant Frock made in Rich 
Ivory Charmeux Satin, The bodice 
is finished in Accordion-pleated 
Net and Imitation Point Venise 
Lace. Dainty Bouquet of hand- 
made roses finishes the waist and 
holds up the skirtat side. Designed 
qae made by mansems. Cannot 
sent on approval. 
Price, 6igs. 





EVENING 
DRESSES 


JC “RUTH.” 
Elegant Evening Gown for Sweet 
Seventeen. In palest pink, ivory 
and blue. Made in crépe de Chine 
and fine lace, the pannier draping is 
fastened in a careless knot almost 
at the bottom of skirt.: The waist 
is finished in a contrasting colour. 
Made in our own workrooms. This 

own cannot be sent*on approval. 


rice Jigs. Made to measure © 


at same price. 






JC “DOVEY.” 
Dainty Frock in Ninon and Lace, 
over Silk Foundation. The lace 
apron effect in front, andthe charm- 
ing way the Ninon is draped 
around side and back is most 
becoming to young girls. Designed 
and made by arrods. his 
frock canbe sent on 5 $ 
approval. Price, all sizes, g ° 


HARRODS [> sxssasxen’ LONDON:S ‘W 
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The “FEODORA” described on this page. 


demi-toilette costume. Another possession that 
the woman of discernment always looks upon v ith 
favour is a black satin skirt. Well-cut ones are 
shown at Harrods for £4 4s., the quality of the 
satin being sans reproche. ‘They look so well in 
alliance with one of this firm’s models for which 
they have an enviable reputation. 


LAYGOER 
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On this page will be found an illustration of a 
very effective frock, which Harrods havé named 
the ‘‘ Feodora.’’ It is made in soft satin, with 
bodice and tunic of ninon prettily embroidered 
with silver bugles and balls, the sleeves and bodice 
being finished with fine net and shadow lace. The 
frock can be supplied in various colours or in 
black at the very moderate price of 54 guineas. 

Furthermore, there is a splendid assortment of 
toys that cannot fail to delight the hearts of the 
young folk. With their customary enterprise 
this firm have organised a painting competition 
and are offering a number of prizes. Full par- 
ticulars as to rules, together with the book, can be 
obtained, post free, on application. ‘This com- 
petition should prove a pleasant occupation for 
the denizens of the schoolroom during the winter 
evenings or on wet afternoons. 


THE REPRODUCTION OF PEARLS. 


Macmichael, of 48, South Audley Street, W., 
has on exhibition some unique reproductions of 
pearls that are well worth inspecting. A feature 
in the manufacture of these exquisite ornaments 
is that the real pearl is utilised, which accounts 
for the remarkable beauty and lustre obtained. 
Macmichael issues a fully illustrated catalogue, 
which will be sent post free on application. But 
mention the ‘‘ Playgoer ’’ ! 


THE ERASMIC COMPANY. 


No Christmas shopping expedition could be 
considered absolutely complete without a visit to 
the showrooms of the Erasmic Co. at 117, Oxford 
Street, W., where the various attractive novelties 
of this enterprising firm are displayed. The dis- 
tinctive fragrance of the Erasmic Co.’s perfumes, 
and the delicacy 
and purity of their 
soaps, are so well 
known that com- 
ment is hardly 
necessary. Par- 
ticularly do they 
appeal to the 
woman of culture 
and __ refinement, 
and when choosing 
gifts for one’s 
friends at Christ- 
mas and the New 
Year, no_ better 
selection of delightful and inexpensive novelties 
can be found in the West-End. 

For example, a case containing a cut-glass 
bottle filled with perfume would be appreciated 





The “ROYAL” Perfume. 
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by the recipient. A wide choice in perfume is 
offered. There is the popular ‘‘La Reine 
d’Egypte,’’ which is a rare and 
delicate scent of the true 
Oriental type; the ‘‘ Lora,’’ a 
most delicious perfume, and one 
of the new productions of the 
Erasmic Co.; ‘“‘ Violets of 
England,’’ which is also equally 
delightful; or the ‘‘ Royal 
Erasmic,’’ a new perfume of 
seductive fragrance. 

Among this company’s many 
attractive novelties is a suéde 
purse containing a scent spray 
filled with any perfume 3 . 
selected, which can be had at Th “LORA” Perfume. 
the low price of 6s. 6d. Then there are dainty 
boxes containing three cakes of soap, powder, and 
‘La Reine d’Egypte’’ perfume for 5s., which 
would make a most delightful gift. Again, there 
are boxes containing soap, powder, and perfume 
of ‘‘ Frisson d’Amour’”’ at 6s., while cases of 
Concentrated Essence, ranging from 1s. 6d. to 
6s. 6d., would make most charming little gifts. 

Another most attractive novelty is a handsome 
suede leather case containing a bottle of ‘‘ Melba ”’ 
perfume soap and powder, the price of which is 
17s. 6d. Dainty boxes of Erasmic Soap—the 
favourite ladies’ soap for many years—can be had 





for the small sum of 1s., and these are always’ 


much appreciated. 

The Erasmic Co. have also a fine seiection of 
the most beneficial toilet preparation, among 
which may be mentioned the ‘‘ Bath Crystals,’”’ 
perfumed ‘‘ Verbena, Cologne,’’ and ‘‘ Laven- 
der’’ at 1s. 6d. bottle. For gentlemen there is 
Erasmic shaving stick, in nickel cases, for 1od., 
and a wonderfully soothing powder at tod. a tin. 

If there is any lady who is not yet acquainted 
with that most exquisite of all perfumes, ‘‘ La 
Reine d’Egypte,’’ she should write to the Erasmic 
Co., enclosing sixpence, when dainty samples of 
this perfume, powder and soap will be sent by 
return of post. 


“ ARABELLA.” 


That is the name of a three-act play written 
by George Reston Malloch, and _ recently 
published in book form. It tells the story of a 
strong-minded woman with a striking person- 
ality, who maps out a course in life for herself. 
That conventionalities are set aside, and that her 
conduct arouses a flutter in the house of her hus- 
band, matters little to Arabella. ‘The play is well 
worth reading. (Stephen Swift and Co., Ltd. 
2s. 6d. net.) 


Society at the Comedy 
Theatre. 


A large number of distinguished people have 
witnessed the performance of ‘‘ A Scrape o’ the 
Pen’’ at the Comedy Theatre. Prince Louis ot 
Battenberg was an interested member of the 
audience on one occasion, and the quiet humour 
of the little comedy seemed to appeal to him very 
much. Prince Louis married the grand-daughter 
of the late Queen Victoria, and possibly the high 
esteem in which her late Majesty held Scottish 
folk and Scottish life is shared by the Prince. 
How different must the life of these simple Scots 
appear to this Prince of the sea when compared 
with the thrilling life of the modern Naval officer ! 


The Earl of Rosslyn recently paid a visit to Mr. 
Graham Moffat’s charming little play. To him 
also the simple atmosphere of the Scottish farm 
life must have formed a striking contrast to the 
scenes of adventure and excitement it has been 
his fortune to witness. The Earl of Rosslyn 
joined the Army in 1886. In 1890 he was a 
second-lieutenant in the Royal Horse Guards 
(Blue), and for seven years captain in the Fife 
Light Horse Volunteers. He served with 
Thorneycroft’s Horse at the relief of Ladysmith, 
during the Boer War. Lord Rosslyn also acted 
as war correspondent for a London daily paper, 
while, among other journalistic experiences, he 
has filled the editorial chair of Scottish Life. 


Another soldier who has witnessed ‘‘ A Scrape 
o’ the Pen”’ is Lord William Cecil, Comptroller 
to H.R.H. Princess Henry of Battenberg. He is 
a Member of the Victorian Order and a Fellow ot 
the Royal Geographical Society. Lord William 
Cecil was formerly a captain in the Grenadier 
Guards, and lieutenant-colonel and hon. colonel 
of the 4th Battalion, Lincoln Regiment. He 
served in the Suakim Expedition in 1885, and was 
late Groom-in-Waiting to Queen Victoria. His 
wife, Lady William Cecil, is heir to the first Baron 
Amherst of Hackney, under special remainder. 


At the special charity matinée at the Comedy 
Theatre, held on October 29, on which occasion 
Mr. Harry Lauder appeared in one of the prin- 
cipal parts, a large number of well-known people 
were present. The theatre was filled to over- 
flowing, and it would be impossible to give the 
names of all who bought tickets. ‘The heads of 
the theatrical profession were there in force, 
among them being Sir John Hare, Miss Pauline 
Chase, Lady de Bathe, Mr. Arthur Bourchier, and 
Miss Violet Vanbrugh. 
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SOFT, DELICATE SKIN 
3 instil cae. caca rit! | PEATMOOR 
ROWLAND’S KALYDOR WHISKY 

— aS Most curative. healing, and Guaranteed 12 Years Old. 


Pure Highland Malt 


refreshing. It preserves the 
skin from all trying changes 


Wholesale: Hansons, London, 
of weather, removes 





freckles, tan, redness and 





roughness ; soothes and Delicious CO FFEE 


heals irritation and 
cutaneous eruptions more RED 
effectually than any other 
t Pi preparation, | Warranted i4 ; 
era aa harmless. 
MUO ED Bottles 2/3. and 4/6 BLU E 
Sold by Stores, Chemists, and & 


A. ROWLAND & SONS For Breakfast & after Dinner. 


In making, use less quantity, it being so much stronger 
67 Hatton Garden, London. than ordinary COFFEE. 


























BEAUTY FOUNTAIN 


NEW WAY TO OBTAIN BEAUTY 


This is exactly the same treatment as practised by specialists in the West End 
of London, who charge anything between £5 and 


£100 FOR THE TREATMENT. 


PERALIA BALM isa preparation of wonderful powers. It beautifies the complexion 
in a marvellous manner. Restores the youthful beauty lost through age, illness or 
worry. Effectually removes Redness, Roughness, Greasiness, Sallowness, etc. Both 
retains and creates beauty ; it has a nourishing effect, and is superior to the so-called 
“skin foods.” Imparts to faded cheeks a constant bloom of freshness. It is not a face 
paint, but a skin tonic with wonderful properties. Prevents chapping, and is a cure for 
Red Hands and Red Noses. Will make a plain woman beautiful, and improve the 
complexion of any good-looking woman. Certified by a well-known analyst to be 
perfectly harmless. evelops hollow cheeks and bust, removes wrinkles and blackheads, 
and makes the skin soft and satiny. If you have, or dread, disfiguring blemishes on 
face or body, you can quickly, safely, and easily remove them with this wonderful 
treatment. For the absurdly small sum charged you can retain or regain a perfect 
complexion and skin, and preserve its youthful clarity and freshness. You actually feel 
and see the benefit of one agents, Blackheads, Pimples, Wrinkles, etc., being quickly effaced. A toilet necessity for either sex’ 
When applied by the Beauty Fountain, as illustrated, it has the most soothing effect, and the result is astonishing. Quickly makes a 
plain face beautiful. Keep your good looks always fresh by using Peralia Balm. 2/9 per bottle, post free. We give the ° 


BEAUTY FOUNTAIN FREE OF CHARGE 


with our 2/9 bottles. Smaller trial bottles 1/- post free, Ask your chemist to vm Peralia Balm for you. 
IMPORTANT.—Do not confuse our Peralia Balm with our White Peralia Cream. We still sell our White Peralia Cream. 


CRIMPOLINE HAIR CURLING FLUID 


Beautiful natural-looking curls or waves produced in a few days without the aid of tongs or pins. Crimpoline will make your hair 
soft and silky, strengthen the roots, and prevent it falling out. Results will surprise you. Guaranteed harmless. It is neither sticky nor 
greasy. Puts new life into thin, straight, and dead-looking hair. Crimpoline curls are permanent; they are not affected by fog, sea-air 
-o nears of = phar geo ne . an os pre peroson , War, neomns the b in wave or curl in rough weather. Sold by 
all Drug res a an a e, or by post from the + postage 3d. extra. No other preparation will gi 
satisfaction as Crimpoline. Insist on having ¢RIMPOLINE or you will be disappointed, ia Pn ame 





i PERALIA PERFUMERY COMPANY, Camden Street, ' P.S., North Shields, England. 





Please mention THE PLAYGOER AND SociETY when communicating with advertisers. 


ix 











ee 











——7—_— 








If you have not got a copy of the 


Playgoer G Society Illustrated 


No. 23 
Containing the finest Souvenir of 


“BUNTY PULLS THE STRINGS 


Get one zow before the number is sold out 


Price 6d. Net 
(Post Free 9d ) 


Address :—MANAGER, KINGSHURST PUBLISHING CO., LIMITED 
5, TAVISTOCK STREET,. LONDON, W.C.. 








HAIR ON THE FACE. 


Theve are only two cures for this most objectionable of all disfigurements to a 
woman's face. 

One of these is removal by Electrolysis— which ts yery painful and often dangerous. 

The other is the secret of a Society Lady and a well-known Doctor. 


If you suffer from Hair on the Face, Arms or ame, send your name and address (in 
confidence) to— 


MADAME LAVELLE, 12, Regent Street, ‘ital 


and full particulars as to ‘treatment, cost, and time required will be sent at once. 























When in EDINBURGH 


LINDSAYS’ 


World Travel Bureau 





























18 SOUTH SAINT ANDREW ST. . ain 
nie : . P he only ‘“‘GRIP” that “GRIPS” SEC 
(Adjoming Princes Street & Waverley Station) without injury to the Hose, and KEEPS the 
: CORSET well = on the HIPS 
All information and literature regarding ocean All these have clip ere. r pind Double Ends. 
and rail travel freely and courteously given. Piain Cotton ee Pi 1i- 
Plain Silk 3 91 * No. 2/- dp vais 
padi: = Re Rosey Pa 
” 0. 
Tickets Booked to all parts of the World If unable pa edinin from your Draper, write to 
‘PHONE -1035 CENTRAL. The MANUFACTORY, Hackney-Road Works, London, N.E. 
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YOUTH RENEWED 


by marvellous home self-treatment that works 
wonders. Everybody delighted—bewildered—the one cause 
of all disease discovered and annihilated. Preserve youth 
/ and keep always well 
strong, hearty, vigorous’ 
full of vim, long-lived’ 
happy. A treatment of 
extraordinary merit. 
Positively cures all forms 
of acute or chronic disease 
without the use of drugs. 
It will do what drugs 
cannot do—it will re- 
move the cause of your 
trouble and not cover up 
the symptoms. Gives a 
new lease oi life and makes 
disease impossible. The 
methods employed are 
simple, harmless and mar- 
vellously effective. An 
absolute fact, and you are 
invited to investigate. The 
only legitimate and satisfactory treatment. extant for the 
renewal and preservation of youth. 
THIS TREATMENT !S GUARANTEED. 
Write for Booklet and testimonial proof, enclosing two stamps to 
pay postage. The knowledge is priceless. Write to-day. 


Young Moore, Dept. T., 158, Strand, London, W.C. 








- were supplied 















Gostumes for 


“Drake” 


“THE MALINGERER,” 
“GIPSY LOVE,” &c., 


Gostumes 
and Wigs 
on hire for 
fancy Dress Balls, 
Bheatricals, $c. 


Telephone: No. 5568 Gerrard. 
Telegrams ;—‘‘ History, Lotdon.” 











7 & 8 KING ST., COVENT GARDEN, W.C._ 
NOTE.—Only Establishment. 











CONTENTS 


PAGE 
THE PLAY OF THE MONTH 

‘* Doormats ” - - 57-76 

Story of the Play, by H. V. M. - - 58x59 


DRAMA OF THE MONTH By Ded-Hed 
“Art and Opportunity,” “The Younger 
Generation,” ‘‘The Golden Doom,” “ An 
Adventure of Aristide Pujol,” ‘ The 


Follies,” and the Variety Theatres - 77-79 


Drama in Paris - . i. * 


- 80 





PAGE 
AMATEUR THEATRICALS 

By Philistine - - - - - 81 & 82 
“IN THE BOUDOIR” 

By M. E. Brooke - : - - 83 & 84 


SOCIETY NOTES -+ - +--+ 84 


With Presentation Plate, in colours, of Miss Marie Lohr and Mr. Gerald du Maurier. 








Established 1817 Tel, 2450 Mayfair 


W. BEADELL Restaurant and 


» Confectioner 
Table d’Hote Luncheon, 1/6, “Table d’Hote Dinner, 2/6, 


or a la Carte at moderate prices, 
AFTERNOON ~ TEAS. 


Beacell’s Celebrated Ginger Cakes, 1/- per doz. 
Beadell’s Celebrated Long Life Candy, 1/- and 2/6 per box. 


8, VERE ST., OXFORD ST., W. 


(Next door to Marshall & Snelgrove:) 





Have you got No. 36 of 


THE PLAYGOER and SOCIETY Illustrated 


containing the Souvenir of 


“DRAKE” 


yet? If not. crder one NOW, or you may be too late. 
Price 6d, Post free, 84d. 
Kingshurst Publishing Co., Ltd., 5 Tavistock Street, W.C. 














BOOKS OF eye SKETCHES, MONOLOGUES, &c. - 
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MISS MARIE LOHR AND 
MR. GERALD DU MAURIER 
IN “DOORMATS.” 





| 
PRESENTED WITH No. 39 OF | 
“THE PLAYGOER AND SOCIETY ILLUSTRATED,” | 





